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Nineteenth-Century Studies Association 

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

Virtual Pre-Conference hosted by the NCSA Graduate Caucus 

https://rochester.zoom.us/j/96470957770 

 

Program (all times listed in EST) 

Each session will begin with 10-minute lightning talks by our panelists followed by group discussion and 

Q&A. The pre-conference is free and open to all, and will be recorded for those interested who cannot 

make a session. 

 

10:30-11:30AM: Roundtable #1  

Moderated by Alexandra Solovyev (University of Oxford) 

“Accessibility and Inclusivity: What Presenters Can Do”  

Dr. Emily Bell (University of Leeds) 

There are many benefits to online events, particularly in terms of increased accessibility and global 

participation. However, presenters can rely too heavily on the video conferencing platform and event 

organisers to do this thinking, i.e. arranging captioning or providing materials in advance. This talk will 

reflect on a few ways to make your presentation more accessible in terms of slides or visuals, presenting 

styles, and handling Q&A. 

 

“Preparing to Present with Aplomb”  

Amy Millet (University of Kansas) 

Presenting a paper to a virtual audience can feel unnerving and unnatural. Taking a few steps to 

intentionally prepare yourself, your environment, and your material, can relieve the discomfort, promote 

confidence, and lead to an engaging, enlivening—even enjoyable—experience.   

 

“(Un)Limited: Creating Space for Yourself and Others in the Age of Constant Connection” 

Christine Wisch (Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University) 

The migration of classes, meetings, and conferences to online formats has removed many physical and 

financial barriers that once limited access and interactions, but it has also blurred boundaries between the 

private and public and restructured our daily lives. In an age where a meeting is only one click away, 

what should we expect of ourselves and others? This brief talk addresses Zoom fatigue and digital 

burnout while offering tools and strategies for practicing self-care and mindfulness. 

 

11:30AM-12:00PM: Break  

 



12:00-1:00PM: Roundtable #2  

Moderated by Pallas Catenella (Eastman School of Music, University of Rochester) 

“Think like a troll: Online interactions for offline confidence” 

Dr. Catherine Quirk (Concordia University) 

Adapting my research into the accessibility and community formation encouraged by online theatrical 

platforms, I address the ways an online conference can actually offer more grad-student- and ECR-

friendly methods for things like networking and conversation. The terror of approaching a senior scholar 

at a coffee break buffet to say you’ve learned so much from their work is replaced by the ease of leaving a 

text comment on a Slack channel; the similar terror of voicing a question in a panel is replaced by the 

simplicity of writing it down in a zoom chat box. I would argue that we can gain confidence from these 

less nerve-wracking online interactions. The interactions will still contribute to networking, as at an in-

person conference, but the confidence, perhaps more importantly, will stay with us when we’re eventually 

faced again with the necessity of navigating the coffee break buffet.  

 

“Re-forming Your Content for an Online Audience” 

Dr. Riya Das (Prairie View A&M University) 

The person in the hot seat in an online session has the additional tasks of maintaining the attention of an 

audience whose reactions they cannot really ‘see’ and sustaining their own intellectual momentum while 

looking at a screen. In my talk, I will discuss the new form of online presentations: while the content of 

our presentation (the paper we write for a conference, the answers we prepare for a job interview) may 

remain the same, there are formative alterations we can implement to ensure that our online presence has 

a notable impact. 

 

“Talking with Yourself: Preparation and Presenting at a Digital Conference” 

Owen Hansen (University of Kansas) 

The 2020 pandemic has forced us as scholars to adapt to the ever-changing digital world where contact 

with our peers and colleagues is limited to our device's screen. As conferences have shifted to online, how 

do presenters deal with the lack of an in-person audience? This discussion will offer some tips and 

suggestions for how to best prepare up-and-coming scholars to be successful when they are at a digital 

conference. 

 

1:00PM-2:00PM: Break  

 

2:00PM-3:00PM: Roundtable #3  

Moderated by Teri Edwards-Hewitt (George Mason University) 

“Practical Advice for Optimizing the Virtual Conference Experience” 

Dr. Katherine J. Kim (Molloy College) 

Virtual conferences have allowed us to continue some of the scholarly work and conversations that 

usually occurred during in-person conferences.  However, the idea of participating in a virtual conference 



might be foreign, intimidating, or scary to some.  Also, attending such conferences without proper 

preparation can lead to missed information or opportunities if not navigated strategically.  This lightning 

talk will offer some tips and best practices for before, during, and after a virtual conference in order to 

make the most of the experience. 

 

“Networking, Collaborating, Publishing” 

Dr. Tom Ue (Dalhousie University) 

Traditionally, we turn to academic conferences for opportunities in networking, collaboration, and 

publication. Such potentialities for professional development may appear limited in e-conferences. On the 

surface, they seem suited for delivering presentations, seminars, and workshops. This paper offers insight 

into e-conferences by suggesting some ways in which we might capitalize on their affordances. 

 

“A Compassionate Approach to Webinar Attendance”  

Kate Hamori (Indiana University) 

Virtual conferences function differently than in-person events and therefore require a different approach 

from participants to facilitate a productive, healthy, and engaging experience for everyone involved. This 

talk includes strategies and advice for attendees, presenters, and organizers alike to cultivate a meaningful 

webinar experience, with a special emphasis on strategies for those with ADHD.  

  


